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is quickly spiraling into an all-around
economic crisis. If the Democrats con-
tinue on this path, it is going to get a
lot worse soon.

Inflation for producers is even higher
than inflation for consumers. In fact,
inflation for producers has been the
highest on record. Wholesale prices for
producers went up 11 percent in the
last year. That means higher prices for
the people who grow our food, who
build our buildings, and who keep the
lights on. Inflation for producers today
means inflation for consumers tomor-
row.

After 13 months of this inflation cri-
sis—a crisis that the administration
kept ignoring, kept denying, kept re-
fusing to admit was here, kept saying
wasn’t coming—the Secretary of the
Treasury said: Well, if it comes, and
there is a small chance it comes, it will
be manageable.

There is no light at the end of the
tunnel. If there is any light at the end
of the tunnel, it is because the freight
train marked ‘‘recession’ is about to
hit America. Inflation is so bad that
the Democrats can’t even deny it any-
more. So they create it; they ignore it;
they deny it; they blame inflation on
everybody else.

Yesterday, in the Finance Com-
mittee, the Secretary of the Treasury
said: No, no. It wasn’t them.

The Democrats denied it. They said:
No, no. It was Putin. It was the pan-
demic.

But now the Democrats want to
make it worse.

Well, it took about 14 months, but
Janet Yellen admitted earlier this
week in a CNN interview that she had
been wrong about inflation. When she
said there was a slight risk, she was
mistaken. When she said it was man-
ageable, she was mistaken.

She said: Now, I was wrong about the
path inflation would take. This is the
Secretary of the Treasury for Joe
Biden, his handpicked person to run
the economy. She also admitted that
inflation was a matter of supply and
demand and that the spending in the
American Rescue Plan did feed the de-
mand. I think she is talking about the
$2 trillion that every Democrat voted
for and that every Republican voted
against; the $2 trillion to which even
the Democratic economists said: Don’t
do that. It is going to make us have
bad inflation. And we had bad infla-
tion. But Joe Biden and the Secretary
of the Treasury and every Democrat in
the House and Senate voted in favor of
pouring fuel on the fire that turned
into the inflation we are facing today.

This was an enormous mistake on
the part of the Democrats and the
President—CHUCK SCHUMER and every
Democrat in this Senate, all the Demo-
crats in the House and Speaker NANCY
PELOSI. It is costing the average Amer-
ican family today $5,000 more this year
than last year just to stay even—not to
get ahead, just to stay even.

Democrats were warned. They were
warned by Republicans. They were
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warned by their own experts, and they
ignored it; simply, flatly ignored the
warnings, passed the largest spending
bill in American history. And ever
since that day, inflation has spiraled
out of control. More than a year later,
Democrats still don’t have anything to
offer beyond blame and excuses.

Last week, the Secretary of Com-
merce was asked:

Is there one specific category [of high
prices] where you think you can actually
make a difference?

This is her answer. She said:

I wish.

That is what Democrats are left
with: wishes, wishes—no plan to fix the
crisis that they have created.

Joe Biden’s so-called energy inflation
plan made so many false promises. And
he talked about this. He wrote an edi-
torial in the Wall Street Journal. You
would think that maybe somebody at
the White House who wrote it would
have been vetted before they gave it to
the President, before he put his name
on it. It got Four Pinocchios from the
Washington Post which talked about
what the President had to say about
energy as just being a lie.

We know what we need to do. We
need to stop the reckless spending. We
need to unleash American energy. In-
stead of canceling lease sales, Joe
Biden needs to open up Federal lands
to American energy production in-
stead. Instead of canceling pipelines,
Joe Biden should speed up the pipeline
permitting process. Instead of begging
other countries to sell us oil, we should
get it out of the ground right here in
America.

Oh, we have the American energy
skills and skilled workers to see us
through this crisis. The President just
needs to let them go to work.

Working families have already been
pushed to the breaking point. People
are spending their savings, seeing it
melting away. They have run up credit
cards just to get by, and now recession
is heading toward us. We need to
change course. The administration
needs to change course because the Joe
Biden economic hurricane is about to
hit America.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, yes-
terday, as chairman of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, I had the honor of
welcoming a group of important guests
to Washington.

The committee was joined by the
families of some of the victims in last
month’s mass shooting in Buffalo, NY,
when a White supremacist marched
into the Tops Grocery store with an as-
sault rifle and massacred 10 Black
Americans in cold blood and wounded
three others. Just weeks after laying
their loved ones to rest, these families
flew to Washington to deliver one very
simple, straightforward message to
Congress: Do something. Do something
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to prevent the next mass shooting, to
combat the lethal threat posed by vio-
lent White supremacists, to honor the
memory of those who were slain in this
horrifying act of racist violence.

One of the family members who at-
tended yesterday was Garnell Whit-
field, Jr., and his brother Raymond.
Their mother Ruth Whitfield was the
eldest victim in this Buffalo shooting.
She was 86 years old.

In the hours before her murder, Mrs.
Whitfield just finished her regular
daily ritual, visiting her husband, Mr.
Whitfield’s father, at his nursing home.
The two had been married for 68 years,
and in an instant, she was gone. Her
family is shattered.

During yesterday’s hearing, Mr.
Whitfield courageously voiced what
millions of Americans feel about the
devastating run of mass shootings in
America: outrage. He asked me and the
fellow committee members there a
really important question:

What are you doing? You were elected to
protect us. Is there nothing that you [can]
personally [be] willing to do to stop the can-
cer of White supremacy and the domestic
terrorism it inspires?

Mr. Whitfield concluded his testi-
mony with the following words I hope
every Member of the Senate will hear.
He said:

Mrs. Ruth Whitfield’s life mattered. Your
actions here will tell us if and how much it
mattered to you.

We heard the same sentiment from
across the country—from Uvalde, TX,
to Chicago, IL. It is impossible to keep
track of these mass shootings. They
have claimed so many innocent lives.

During this past weekend alone, our
Nation was hit with at least 10 of
them—10. Think about it: In this coun-
try, 10 in one weekend. In many coun-
tries—most countries around the
world—there are none. No other devel-
oped Nation on Earth experiences this
degree of bloody carnage every day,
every week. And if we want to prove to
Americans like Garnell Whitfield that
the lives of their loved ones who were
lost really do matter to us, we have to
do something in the Senate.

The first thing is simple: close the
loopholes on the purchase of guns. Cur-
rently, there is a bipartisan group of
Senators working on this issue. I com-
mend this group, especially Senators
MURPHY and CORNYN—Democrat and
Republican—who are leading this ef-
fort.

We are also going to hold a hearing
next week in the Judiciary Committee
over a phenomena which is equally em-
barrassing. Gunfire is now the leading
cause of death for kids in America. Did
you hear that? Gunfire, the leading
cause of death of children in America.

We talk about protecting our kids,
our highest priority. Well, the guns are
killing our kids more than auto-
mobiles, more than poison, more than
accidents in the home.

DOMESTIC TERRORISM

Madam President, that brings me to

our second obligation to families like
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the Whitfields. It was the focus of our
hearing yesterday. We have got to con-
demn and combat the hateful ideology
that has inspired attacks like the mass
shooting in Buffalo.

During the previous administration,
officials within the FBI and Depart-
ment of Homeland Security shared a
sobering assessment—this was under
the previous President, Trump. They
found that since 2000, the year 2000,
White supremacists have been ‘‘respon-
sible for ... more [homicides] than
any other domestic extremist move-
ment.”

Right now, in the words of FBI Direc-
tor Wray, the threat of domestic ter-
rorism is ‘“‘metastasizing across [Amer-
ical,” and we have seen evidence of it
time and again.

In the past decade alone, White su-
premacists have committed mass
shootings in a church, at a Sikh
gurdwara in the State of Wisconsin,
synagogues, not to mention a Walmart,
and a grocery store.

We have seen other acts of domestic
terrorism. This past weekend, in Wis-
consin, Madam President, a violent ex-
tremist broke into the home of a
former judge and shot him to death.
The murderer was found with a list of
names that included that judge and
other officials, including the Governor
of your State.

It is no coincidence that the threat of
White supremacy is growing worse at a
time when racist rhetoric is being
dragged into the mainstream of our
discourse.

The fact is, in 2022, hate has a formi-
dable platform on FOX News. Media
figures like Tucker Carlson are ampli-
fying false racist conspiracy theories
like the so-called ‘‘great replacement
theory” to millions of wvulnerable
Americans.

Night after night, Tucker Carlson le-
gitimizes the fiction that his political
opponents are scheming to deliberately
change the demographics of America.
It is the same racist dogma that in-
spired the resurgence of the Ku Klux
Klan 100 years ago. They just took off
the white robes on this gang.

Tucker Carlson, and pundits like
him, traffic in fear and hate. They are
radicalizing their viewers by preying
on paranoia and winking to the far-
right extremists who look to them for
leadership.

Tragically, we have seen the growing
use of political violence against elected
officials, against flight attendants,
against election workers, school board
members, and other public servants. To
make it clear, our condemnation of vi-
olence applies on the right and on the
left.

Just this morning, news broke that a
man was arrested near the home of Su-
preme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh.
Carrying at least one weapon, and with
burglary equipment, he told police he
was planning on killing the Justice.

Let me be clear: We have to stand
united—Democrats, Republicans, Inde-
pendents, left and right, voters and
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nonvoters alike—in condemning vio-
lence wherever its source, right or left.

Whether violence is being threatened
against a sitting Supreme Court Jus-
tice or the Capitol Hill police officers
on January 6 who wanted to defend this
building from the insurrectionist mob,
it is unacceptable and inexcusable.

As the threat of domestic terrorism
looms over the country, we must en-
sure that members of law enforcement
have resources, training, and our sup-
port in their legitimate exercise of
their duty. That is why we need to pass
the Domestic Terrorism Protection
Act.

I put this bill on the floor in 2017. It
ensures that the Federal Government
will keep track of the crimes and the
nature of them. That is it. It doesn’t
give any new powers of investigation,
surveillance, or arrest—simply counts
the number of attacks and where they
come from.

It was the decision of the Trump ad-
ministration to remove White suprem-
acy as one of the motives for this do-
mestic terrorism at a time when the
head of the FBI tells us that threat is
metastasizing across America. Presi-
dent Trump was wrong. The FBI should
be keeping track of these crimes so
that we know the source of this vio-
lence.

That is why this legislation is needed
not just to pass through the Senate but
to say to the Whitfield family in Buf-
falo, NY: We hear you. We are going to
start by doing something very basic.

As we watch one community after
another torn apart by sickening acts of
violence, the Members of this Senate
have to go beyond thoughts and pray-
ers. If anyone in this body is unwilling
to take even the most basic steps to
save lives, I would encourage them to
follow the advice that Mr. Garnell
Whitfield offered yesterday. If you
don’t want to take any action, ‘‘yield
your positions of authority and influ-
ence to others that are willing to
lead.”

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Ms. HIRONO. Madam President, I
want to thank the chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee for his remarks just
now. I, too, sit on the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and I listened to Garnell Whit-
field talk about his 86-year-old mother,
who was murdered, and his charge to us
to do something, because basically he
said: If you are not going to do some-
thing in the face of all this gun carnage
in our country, what are you doing
here?

I think that is a question that each
of us should ask: What the heck are we
doing here if not to protect America’s
citizens?

One of the questions that I asked of
the panel, which consisted of two
invitees from the Republican side and
three panel members of Democratic
invitees—I asked them: Is the easy ac-
cess to guns in our country a major
part of the gun violence and the mas-
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sacres and the killings in our country?
And they each said yes. They acknowl-
edged that the easy access to guns, re-
gardless of ideology, is what makes our
country the outlier country among all
developed nations. What that says to
me is that we need to be very, very
committed and very serious about the
need to enact sensible gun safety legis-
lation.

As I listened to one of my other col-
leagues a little bit earlier talking
about inflation, yes, inflation is a prob-
lem, but certainly it is not the answer
to just blame the Democrats. I would
like my Republican colleagues to make
a commitment to do what we need to
do and at least get a start in ending
the gun violence in our country. As I
said at yesterday’s hearing, Hawaii has
among the strongest gun safety legisla-
tion in the country. We have the lowest
gun violence in the country. There is a
cause and effect here.

As Mr. Whitfield charged us with yes-
terday, do something. That is our re-
sponsibility.

HONORING OUR PACT ACT OF 2021

Madam President, turning to another
subject, over decades of conflict, mil-
lions of American servicemembers have
been exposed to burn pits and other
toxic materials. These men and women
risked their lives in service to our
country, and we have a duty to ensure
they get care for conditions caused by
these toxic exposures.

For months, my colleagues and I on
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee have
worked to craft a bill that meets our
responsibility, our duty to our vet-
erans, and now we have the responsi-
bility to pass this legislation here in
the Senate and deliver for our vet-
erans.

This legislation is a bill named for
SFC Heath Robinson from Ohio, who
served tours of duty in Kosovo and
Iraq, where he was exposed to toxic
burn pits. A decade after returning
home, Sergeant Robinson developed a
rare form of lung cancer caused by his
toxic exposure. Tragically, he passed
away in 2020.

The Sergeant First Class Heath Rob-
inson Honoring Our PACT Act is his-
toric, comprehensive legislation that
provides the care toxic-exposed vet-
erans like Sergeant Robinson deserve.
This bipartisan legislation extends VA
healthcare eligibility to millions of
post-9/11 veterans, including nearly 3.5
million who were toxic-exposed. It also
adds nearly two dozen conditions to
the VA’s list of service presumptions
and strengthens the VA’s ability to
provide the high-quality care and bene-
fits these veterans need in a timely
manner. Altogether, this bill delivers
the historic investment in caring for
our Nation’s veterans.

The Honoring Our PACT Act is the
latest step we are taking to support
our veterans in Hawaii and across our
country. Just yesterday, President
Biden signed legislation to name the
state-of-the-art VA clinic under con-
struction on Oahu after the late Sen-
ator Daniel Akaka. He also signed our
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bill to expand access to breast cancer
screening and treatment for veterans,
helping ensure every VA patient can
get the care they need. By passing the
Honoring Our PACT Act, we can con-
tinue building on this progress and de-
livering for our veterans.

I would like to thank Chairman
TESTER, Ranking Member MORAN, and
Chair MARK TAKANO in the House for
their leadership in this effort, and I
would like to thank all the veterans
and their loved ones who have shared
their stories and advocated for so long
to help us get to this moment.

This is an important and long-over-
due step toward honoring our Nation’s
veterans, caring for them. I urge my
colleagues to pass this bill without
delay.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Florida.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE
VICTIMS OF THE HEINOUS AT-
TACK AT THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB
ON JUNE 12, 2016

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, nearly 6 years ago, our State, Na-
tion, the city of Orlando, and Hispanic
and LGBTQ communities were at-
tacked. Forty-nine innocent and beau-
tiful lives were lost. It was an evil and
hateful act, an act of terrorism de-
signed to divide us as a nation and
strike fear in our hearts and minds.
But, instead, we came together, we
supported each other, and we per-
severed. We have proved to the world
what we in Florida already knew: Flo-
ridians are resilient.

The days I spent in Orlando following
the shooting will always be with me. I
talked to parents who lost their chil-
dren. I went to funerals and wakes. I
sat in hospital rooms. It was one of the
hardest things I have ever had to do. It
was heartbreaking. But in this horribly
dark time, the selfless courage of so
many—from community members to
law enforcement, to healthcare work-
ers—provided a sense of hope. This in-
credible strength, love, and bravery
lifted up Orlando and the State of Flor-
ida and helped us begin to rebuild.

This week, on the sixth anniversary
of this devastating tragedy, the State
of Florida comes together to honor the
lives lost too soon, and we vow to al-
ways stand up and fight against evil
and hatred in this world.

I was proud that last year Congress
passed and the President signed into
law legislation I introduced with Sen-
ator RUBIO and Senator PADILLA to des-
ignate the location of the Pulse night-
club in Orlando as the National Pulse
Memorial, which will honor the mem-
ory of those we lost.

Today, I am requesting all my col-
leagues to join Senator RUBIO and me
to pass a resolution honoring the mem-
ory of the 49 lives lost during the hei-
nous attack at the Pulse nightclub.
Let’s come together now to say that
our Nation will always stand against
hate and evil in this world.
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Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, this
weekend will mark 6 years since 49 of
our fellow Americans were Killed in
one of the deadliest attacks in our Na-
tion’s history.

It was a tragic, despicable terrorist
attack on the Hispanic and gay com-
munities in Orlando. HEach person
killed was a son or daughter, brother
or sister, mother or father, husband or
wife. They were part of our families
and communities. The assault on Pulse
was an act of pure evil that was and re-
mains the worst terror attack on U.S.
soil since September 11, 2001. And it
was inspired by the same ideology of
hate. But ultimately, that hateful ide-
ology failed to tear apart our commu-
nity.

June 12, 2016, is a day that I will
never forget. The senseless, tragic loss
of life will never dull with time, nor
will the memory of how our commu-
nities came together in the days and
weeks that followed. Pulse was a well-
known nightclub in central Florida. It
was part of the fabric of the local com-
munity, and that awful day struck a
terrible blow. But the community
awoke from the tragedy stronger and
more united than it was before.

The terrorist would have been horri-
fied to see the First Baptist Church in
Orlando—another pillar of the local
community—opening its doors to the
LGBT community, welcoming them
and their families, and holding services
there. The terrorist would have hated
to see Floridians from all across the
State bringing food and water to sup-
port victims, families, and first re-
sponders. There were unending lines to
donate blood. There were memorial
services around the State. There was a
sense that there was something greater
than any one person worth sacrificing
for; there was a sense of community,
fellowship, and solidarity. This is the
America I know and love, and it is our
country at its best.

Sunday will be a day for reflection,
for remembering those who lost their
lives to an evil, hateful ideology. It
will also be a day to acknowledge the
tremendous impact their families and
the survivors have had, not only on
their community and State, but on our
Nation.

And while the fight against evil and
hate continues, we can and should take
inspiration from their strength.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. As if in legis-
lative session, I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 663, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 663) honoring the
memory of the victims of the heinous attack
at the Pulse nightclub on June 12, 2016.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
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and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Florida.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I suggest the
absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

GUN SAFETY

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President,
when the Senate considers complex and
profound issues of public policy, I am
particularly reminded of the wisdom of
our late friend, Mr. Mike Enzi, the Sen-
ator from Wyoming. Not long after I
came to the Senate, I noticed how pro-
ductive that Senator Enzi, one of the
most conservative Members of the Sen-
ate, was working on the Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions committee
with Teddy Kennedy, the ‘‘liberal lion
of the Senate.” You had one of the
most conservative Members of the Sen-
ate working with one of the most lib-
eral Members of the Senate. But, amaz-
ingly, to me, they seemed to get a lot
done.

So I asked Senator Enzi, I said: How
is it that you, a staunch conservative,
could work so productively with some-
body with such different views? Sen-
ator Enzi told me: It is easy. I call it
the 80-20 rule.

Well, the fact of life is we are not
going to agree with everybody 100 per-
cent of the time. And I sometimes say
I don’t agree with my wife 100 percent
of the time, but she is always right.

But, seriously, if we are going to get
things done here in the U.S. Senate for
the benefit of the American people, we
have to understand nobody is going to
get everything they want. And I think
for purposes of simplicity, an illustra-
tion of Senator Enzi’s comments about
the 80-20 rule are very helpful.

I have tried to employ that strategy
many times since those days, and I
hope we can apply that wisdom and
strategy again dealing with this recent
string of shootings, including Uvalde,
TX.

Now this debate evokes strong emo-
tions and strong opinions from people
across the political spectrum, and it is
an understatement to say that there
are serious differences of opinion.

I start with the premise that I took
an oath to uphold and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States, and I

663) was
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